APPLICATION OF EVIDENCE

It is now being gradually realized that the field of history*
is a very wide one, and that, if we are to understand the past,.
every fragment of evidence bearing on it must be studied and
made to tell its own story. Every tablet, every fragment of
ruins, every piece of historical material, is a portion of con-
temporary life solidified, condensing so much will, so much,
labour and so much living reality of the time. Every document,,
whether a contemporary inscription or an epistle, or a later re-
cord of observations, traditions or legends is a witness com-
petent enough to Be admitted for its evidence towards historical
reconstruction. There is no disqualification for such a wit-
ness ; the rules of exclusion of evidence, normally exercised in.
law and legal courts, are not recognised in historical research.
No student of history is, therefore, justified in dismissing any
evidence without due cognizance or record, simply because it
discloses no useful information for his individual study.

Historical evidence is any fact presented to the human mind,
which has the value of correcting, corroborating, justifying,
interpreting or amplifying our knowledge of the past. In his-
tory there is no absolute certainty of facts. Even an ascertain-
ed historical fact is at best a belief of the individual witness.
Every human belief, though amenable to reason, is inherently
aibitrary. Indeed, most of our cherished beliefs are founded
on traditional or external knowledge or sentiments transmitted
to us by our predecessors. The beliefs prevalent at a time are
often challenged by other beliefs founded on newly discovered
evidence. It is true that beliefs deeply rooted in the popular
mind cannot be easily disconcerted owing to the faith and
sentiment that has grown round them since their inception.
Nevertheless, the human mind has shown its readiness to
renounce its fond beliefs and sentiments whenever tangible